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What is a Subject Term? 
http://www.alverno.edu/media/alvernocollege/library/pdfs/subject.pdf 

 

Subject terms (aka subject headings) are words assigned to an item to describe what it’s about. Subject 

terms are found in the records of books, journal articles, DVDs, and other items available through the 

library. 

Suppose you are searching for journal articles in a database and you aren’t happy with your results. Look 

over your list of results and try to find an article that seems somewhat relevant to what you need. Then 

look for the subject terms associated with that article.   

Librarians refer to subject terms as “pearls” and they are really great search terms. Incorporate pearls 

onto your next search if you aren’t happy with what you’re finding. The following example is from an 

EBSCOhost database search. 

 

 

These are subject headings 
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