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In-Text Citations 7th Edition APA – The Basics 
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Located within the body of your report or paper, in-text citations briefly identify the source for 
your readers and enable them to locate the source of information in your reference list. 
 
Each in-text citation must have a corresponding entry in the reference list at the end of your 
document. There are two exceptions – references to classical works such as the Bible and 
references to personal communications are only cited in-text.  
 
When using APA formatting, follow the author-date method for in-text citations. This means 
that the author’s last name and the year of publication should appear in the text of your 
document.  
 
The author’s name may appear as part of the narrative or in parentheses along with the year of 
publication.  

 
In-text citation examples:  
According to Strunk and White (2007), students often struggle with a new citation style. 
 

Or 
 

Students often struggle with a new citation style (Strunk & White, 2007).  

 
Reference list citation example:  
Strunk, W., & White, E. B. (2007). The elements of style. Penguin Press. 

 
More information on formatting in-text citations can be found on the APA Style website:  
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/citations/ 

 
Remember – every idea that is not your own or not common knowledge must have a citation so 
the reader can distinguish your ideas from another person’s ideas.    

 
 

Questions? Please contact an Alverno librarian at (414) 382-6062 or send a message to 
library@alverno.edu 
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