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THEA BOWMAN INSTITUTE 
FOR EXCELLENCE & LEADERSHIP

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

“I want to be in 
the room where it 
happens, and I want to 
be the one helping to 
create the change.”

A L V E R N O  C O L L E G E

–  Amira
CLASS OF 2024



The Thea Bowman Institute for Excellence and Leadership at Alverno College is a  
full-tuition scholarship program for Black undergraduate students with a strong desire 
to serve as leaders. We welcome applications from women seeking professional roles in 
pursuit of social change and service.

Using a cohort-based model, the Institute provides students with a dedicated advisor, an 
alumna mentor, exclusive networking opportunities and guaranteed internship opportunities.

BOWMAN INSTITUTE ELIGIBILITY

Alverno College will offer up to 20 full-tuition scholarships to Black women who meet the following 
criteria and exhibit a strong desire to serve as leaders in their communities:

Who was Sister 
Thea Bowman?

Our leadership institute 
honors the late Thea 
Bowman, FSPA, Ph.D., a 
Black Franciscan nun from 
Mississippi who was educated 
in Wisconsin. Sister Thea 
held a doctorate in English 
and served as a professor at 
three universities. She gained 
national and international 
renown for her passionate 
advocacy for racial justice.

TO APPLY:

  Complete the Alverno College Admissions 
Application at alverno.edu/apply

  Submit your official high school transcript (you can 
use an online service such as Parchment) 

  Complete the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) and include Alverno’s code: 003832

  Complete the application form at  
alverno.edu/bowman, which includes submission 
of an essay

Application deadline is May 1, 2021.

For more information, please contact Alexis Carter, 
assistant director of Admissions, at 414-382-6104  
or alexis.carter@alverno.edu.

  Resident of Southeastern Wisconsin, 
including Milwaukee, Racine, Kenosha and 
Waukesha counties

  High school graduate in 2021

  Demonstrated record of academic success

  Admissible to Alverno College

The full-tuition scholarships are renewable for up to four years based on full-time enrollment, 
satisfactory academic progress and active engagement in all program activities and opportunities. 
Financial aid may be available for room and board expenses based on the recipient’s FAFSA.

  Clear evidence of civic and/or community 
engagement in high school, community and/or 
place of worship

  Ability to discuss intended college major and 
career goals

  Successful interview with the selection committee


