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      In Good Community:                                                                           

Mentoring An Always Opportunity 
 

Clifton Taulbert 

 

 

Had it not been for the MENTORING of others in my life, I would not have had the 

opportunity to be part of your educational journey. My elders were engaging me 

for the moment at hand, but the impact of their unselfishness would have far-

reaching influence-way beyond the Mississippi Delta where our lives crossed. And 

I say to each of you…mentoring is powerful and transforming with impact beyond 

your moment at hand. Mentoring thrusts you into the future. 

Mentoring & Being Mentored Is An Always Opportunity 

Within your schools, our educators, support staff and students are surrounded by 

this incredible opportunity to see the POTENTIAL of each other maximized.  This 

OPPORTUNITY is called MENTORING-unselfishness in action.  When we embrace 

the concept that others matter, mentoring then becomes a natural outgrowth of 

your daily encounter at all levels-adults and students. When adults mentor the 

youth, we learn, and the youth are provided the opportunity to see just how high 

they can fly. As our youth experience the unselfishness shown them, they are then 

challenged to do likewise- youth mentoring each other-sharing knowledge and 

learning from each other. In such an environment, community comes alive, and 

students and adults embrace the building community roles they play. 

 

The term mentoring and its meaning hasn’t veered too far from its early 

introduction in Homer’s Odyssey. In the Odyssey, we are introduced to Odysseus 

and his son Telemachus. With Odysseus, a warrior with a ten-year journey ahead 

of him, his son finds himself in need of someone to be by his side (becoming the 

father he is losing to war) to help him maximize his journey to adulthood.  His father 

brings an older friend into his son’s life, a gentleman by the name of MENTOR; thus 



2 | P a g e  
 

the use of his name to describe the act and art of mentoring today—committed to 

the success of someone else. 

   

 

First, the two of them would develop a STRONG RELATIONSHIP built on the 

foundation of GUIDANCE and SUPPORT, both of which flourishes when 

UNSELFISHNESS is present.  Remember, the heartbeat of community is 

unselfishness.  Activated unselfishness is a powerful force within our personal and 

professional lives. 

Mentoring Mattered in the Greek Epic Poem:                                                                                          

Mentoring Matters in your schools.                                                                                            

Building community becomes the FOUNDATION upon which Mentoring is built. 
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The presence of community is key to developing and maintaining strong 

relationships among each other. This was key to Mentor and Telemachus. They 

focused on first things first and so must we…getting to know and appreciate each 

other and valuing what each could bring to the table, not just at the start of 

school, but throughout your incredible teaching and learning journey.  Mentoring 

really becomes this bridge upon which the Mentor and the Mentee crosses back 

and forth-teaching and learning and learning and teaching among both adults and 

students.  Good mentoring recognizes the value of both regardless of age or 

position. In good community, we are all called to participate. And I further suggest 

that the EIGHT HABITS OF THE HEART become the building principles needed to 

ensure the culture required to maximize the mentoring process.  These Habits 

cannot be passed along like a collection of footballs. What we are passing along 

are the strengths of our lives, which we embrace and make clear to others 

through our daily living. These Eight Habits are not just for the moment but for a 

lifetime.  

 

In the Mississippi Delta where I grew up, the delicate balance was struck. I did not 

become my Porch People, I discovered through their unselfishness who I could 

become. I think we have all been surprised at the outcome. And this is what we 

should want…to be surprised and grateful for the role we have played in the lives 

of others. Our PRESENCE matters and will continue to matter through the lives of 

the youth we touch.  As they become adults, their memory will include us and the 

unselfishness we lived out in their presence. How can ever forget my Great-Aunt 

who for four years would stand on the front porch during the winter months 

pulling the string attached to the front porch’s 60-watt light bulb as her signal to 

the bus driver that I was going to school that day. I never missed a day and 

neither did she…and now my 21st century adult son wonders why I call him every 

day.  I know how COMMITMENT looked and felt to me. 
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YOUR PRE-READ NOTES 


