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Wisconsin’s First Female Sheriff

in 1924, Hanna C. Saunders,

Burnett County, was elected Wisconsin's first
female Sheriff.

Mrs. Saunders replaced the outgoing sheriff, her
husband Charles. “Her election assured that someone
from her family would continue in the sheriff's position
despite limits on successive terms. Her run was based
on a common division of labor in sheriff’s offices,
where wives assisted their husbands with the non-
policing aspects of the position.”

Source: Dorothy Moses Schultz and Steven M. Houghton, “Married to the
Job: Women Sheriff’s in Wisconsin,” Wisconsin Magazine of History, Vol.

86, No. 3, pg. 23, Spring 2003.
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The Wisconsin Women’s Council
is the state’s statutory commission
on the status of women and girls.
Founded in 1983, the 15-member
Board is appointed by the Governor
and legislative leadership.

Since 2005, the Women’s Council
has tracked and published statistics
on women elected officials in state
and local government in Wisconsin.
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For over 20 years UW-Extension’s
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officials build their capacity to govern.
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University of Wisconsin, and engaging
with them in transforming lives and
communities.
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Founded in 1970, the Research
Center for Women and Girls (RCWG)
generates and applies research,
develops curricula, prepares evalua-
tion tools, facilitates programming
and conversations, and conducts
outreach for the purpose of
supporting and inspiring community
initiatives to improve the lives of
women and girls locally and nationally.
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